
Interviews with Isaiah 
Advent, Week 4 • The Wait 

 

 

P The time is near. We can hardly wait. But wait we must. It’s what God’s people have 

always done, and it’s what God’s people must always do, until the Day when waiting 

is no more. Advent is almost past. Christmas is nearly here. So we wait. 

 

 It is often difficult to live in the tension between the “now” and the “not yet.” Isaiah 

knew that tension. He preached to people who had been exiled and punished by 

God. But now they had returned. And once they returned they had to wait. They 

wondered where God was. They wondered who would be their king, since both re-

maining kings in the line of David died in Babylonian captivity. They wondered 

how they could get the Temple rebuilt so that there was a place where heaven and 

earth could come together just like the days of old. 

 
 So once again we invite Isaiah Ben Amoz to come and enlighten us regarding the 

wait. We have asked him to come back once more for a final interview before the 

big event.  

 

 P Your people went through a great deal. Your country was ransacked. Your beloved 

Temple was toppled. Your leading citizens were sent to exile in Babylon. After sev-

enty years of captivity the Lord finally led them home. But they still had to wait. 

Why? 

  

1 The effects of sin often have a lasting effect. Forgiveness does not automatically fix everything on 

this earth.  When the people of Judah returned home they expected everything to change overnight. 

But they got back to Jerusalem and the Temple was still in ruins. They had no king in the line of Da-

vid to lead them. They were still oppressed by foreign nations. They even wondered if Yahweh had 

completely abandoned them.  It wasn't as glorious as they thought it would be.  It wasn't a return to 

the "good old days" which never really were there in the first place.    

 
P I imagine many people wanted to turn around and go back or just give up.  

Why didn't God make it easier for them since they had already suffered for 

70 years? 

 
1  Despair and suffering are the soil of faith.  God knows how to deal with us as sinners.  He knows 



how we tend to take Him for granted in good times.  That is what the history of the Israelites shows.  

The Apostle Paul once wrote, "The LORD disciplines those He loves."  The Messiah once com-

pared the sinner to a tree that needs to be fertilized and trimmed of dead wood.  This is necessary for 

the tree to grow.  You would be hard pressed to find one believer in the Bible who didn't have diffi-

culties and persecution in life.  Yet the Bible also shows what those believers did while they were be-

ing whipped, jailed, dying of disease; they all cried to the LORD in their trial.  Suffering produces 

perseverance in prayer and drives you to the Messiah for forgiveness and strength.  It is the way the 

LORD has to deal with us because of our sinful condition.   

 

Really, what else should you expect from living in a world where Satan and his demons are living, 

along with living in a world of sin and decay; where your own body is under the curse of death?  It's 

those who don't expect suffering and difficulty; those who think God owes them great health and 

prosperity; that have the most difficult time when troubles come.  Instead, the LORD allows this to 

test you and see to it that you turn to Him and trust in Him.   

 
P You saw the despair of your people in their faces and in their voices.  I'm sure they 

wanted to give up.  So you took it upon yourself to pray for your people. 

  

1 I know it’s surprising, because I had become such a seemingly fanatical critic of the many sins of Is-

rael. Many people accused me of being "unloving" for judging their sins so harshly.  Yet hidden be-

hind the harshness, I cracked down on them again and again always hoping that they would turn 

from their sin and live. Of course I prayed for them.  They were my people. I was burdened by their 

sin and sinfulness. I longed for a change. I waited for it. So I prayed for it.   

 

I'm sure you too have parents and grandparents who have had to be harsh with their children in con-

fronting their sins.  They have probably been accused of being old-fashioned and out of date.  You 

too, Pastor Starr, have probably been accused of the same.  Yet if we were to peer into your office or 

listen to the prayers of your spiritual leaders, I think many who thought they were "unloved" would 

be surprised to hear how much love and concern there really is for them.  It is hard to stand firm 

against sin, especially when you live in an age when everyone equates love with saying nothing 

against sin and letting people do what they want to do.  That isn't love.  That isn't how the Messiah 

taught you to pray.  That is allowing someone to live in unbelief and letting them slide into hell.  So 

yes, we all pray for those we see suffering in their sins.  If we aren't, then maybe we need prayers of 

more patience and compassion.   

 

P That prayer begins with a surprise. You call on Yahweh to literally split apart 

the heavens and come down. 

 

1 The sins that separate us from our holy God cause such a barrier between us that there's no way we 



can climb up to God by improving our lives and getting better.  Remember how I described sin.  I 

compared it to filthy rags, and the word in the Hebrew is even more disgusting than that; something 

not for little ears.  Remember what I said was a "filthy rag?"  Our RIGHTEOUS ACTS!  Even the 

best of our acts are still sinful in God's sight.  Think about that; some of the most noble things some-

one might do; saving someone's life; giving to the poor; taking in an orphan; even these greatest of 

works are corrupted with sin and still; in and of themselves; look filthy in God's sight.   Not even the 

best humans can say to God, "You owe me."  This kind of corruption would need more than a little 

spit bath that a mom might give a child.   

 

They need something momentous; something miraculous; some One heaven sent.  It would only take a 

tear in the seams of heaven; God Himself to come down; to remedy the situation.   

 

Think of what then happened at the birth of the Messiah.  Heaven literally and physically came to 

earth; God took on flesh.  Think of what happened at the birth of Christ; the heavens ripped open and 

the angels sang to the shepherds.  When Jesus was baptized the Father spoke from the heavens and 

the Holy Spirit came down from the clouds.  When Jesus went up the Mountain of Transfiguration 

heavenly figures appeared to Him.  When Jesus then died, the heavens turned dark.  That which had 

opened couldn't bear to see and shine upon what had happened to God's Son.  God answered my 

prayer in ways I would have never imagined.  His openings of the heavens give hope to the world!   

 
P So that’s why you said, “From of old no one has heard or perceived by the 

ear, no eye has seen a God besides you who acts for those who wait for him”? 

 
1 Precisely! Hope is not just anticipation. It's not like when you say, "I hope it doesn't snow out today."  

It is expectation based on God's sure promise!  You may have to wait. But the fulfilled promise al-

ways comes. 

 
P It strikes me that we 21st-century Christians are in a similar situation as the people 

of your day, Isaiah. Just as they had to wait even after they returned to the Prom-

ised Land, so we are called on to wait for the Second Coming of Christ.  The promise 

of the heavens being opened was once fulfilled, but now we are waiting for even 

greater fulfillment. 

 
1 You are waiting for God to make you what He calls you; perfect and holy.  On that Final Day you 

will not only look holy through the blood of the Messiah, you and I will also be holy with resurrected 

bodies and souls.  The same Holy Spirit who raised Christ from the dead will raise all of those who 

are baptized into Him and believe in Him.  I can understand how you feel.  I was put to death without 

actually seeing the coming of the Messiah, but now I see Him.  I too live in eager expectation of that 

day.  You have to struggle with the emotions and sinful world's temptations that I once had to as 



well.  But since God fulfilled His first promise in Christ, do not lose your hope of the Day to come.   

 

P That’s good news while we wait! So you seem to say that while we wait we are 

shaped . . . something about clay and a potter?  

 
1 Yahweh is the ultimate Artist. He creates out of nothing. A human artist has to use something already 

created. But Yahweh creates out of the breath of his Spirit. He has made us his people. He has also 

shaped our destiny through the Messiah around whom all history revolves. We looked forward to 

him. You look back to him. We all look ahead to when he will come again.  

 

 When the artist shapes the clay it undergoes pressure and water.  Some is torn off and then other 

parts are added in.   Through the water of baptism He drips His Son's blood on us and shapes us to 

look like his Son. When we get “out of shape,” he directs our lives; takes things away and adds 

things; applying the Word and sacraments; to mold us into his image. When we are broken, he puts 

us back together.  

 
P So what you are saying is that while we wait we are shaped. God molds us in-

to what he has called us to be. 

 
1 That's right.  It's painful to be shaped.  The older you get, the more gets torn away until you are a 

mere shell of what you used to be.  The Apostle Paul once compared himself to a clay jar that was 

fragile; but as long as He had Christ on the inside; He was ultimately unbreakable.  You are no dif-

ferent than Paul, trusting in Christ as weak vessels; trusting in the powerful promise of forgiveness 

and resurrection of Christ.  You are rescued from your enemies, too! So wait in hope and eager ex-

pectation. 

 
P We know that the time is short, so while we wait we will let our minds linger 

on the Word of Yahweh. We will remember the Messiah’s birth in Bethlehem. 

We will long for his final return to take us into the realm of glory.  Do you 

have any final words for us in these last days as we wait? 

 
1 Remember this: “From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God 

besides you, who acts for those who wait for him.” Farewell. And blessings. 


